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To * Right Honourable | | : 
Sir THOMAS PILKINGTON, K*: 


Lord Marosr; 


Ws And to the Right Worſhipful 
The ALDERMEN 
| OF THE 


Ciry of LONDON. 


k My Lord, and -Gentlemen : 


N Obedience to your Order, IT here preſent Ton 
with this Sermon ; I had done it ſooner but that 
my neceſſary Aﬀairs detain'd me ſo long in 
.- London. 


Ez I preſent You with this Subjett, becauſe T could 
not think any other more ſeaſonatle at this time, How 
uneaſy are we flill both in our ſelves, and to one another, 
notwithſtanding all that God has done for us by his Pro- 
wvidence, as well xs our Saviour by his Religion ? But it 
muſt be becauſe we love our ſelves more than God, as well 
as better than one another. The great Example in the 


Text, a Man might rationally think, if but publickly read 
over to our Congregations, might make us more kind 
B and 
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and eaſy to one another than we are. If 1 have con- 
tributed any thing to that pope by this mean Diſcourſe 
wpon ſuch an excellent Subjeft, I have contributed ſo 
much-to the Security of our Church and Reformed Reli- 

gion; for if we are. divided againſt our ſelves, and conti- 
' me ſo, we cannot fland. Twas before I was aware antici- 
pated by the Time, which made me break off abruptly ; but 
' I have added no new Senſe, but expreſſed what 1 then deli- 
wvered more intilligibly. 


May your Lordſhip, and you the worthy Magiſtrates of 
this great City, fee Jeruſalem at Peace within it ſelf, 
and may you in your Stations be inſtrumental to it, that 
the preſent Age may honour your Perſons, and Poſterity 
your Memory, in this World, and the Felicity of Heaven 


' may be your Reward in the World to come, «, and ſhall be 


the hearty Prayer of 
My Lord, and Gentlemen, 


June 19, 1689» Tour mo## Obedient Servant, 


Ilaac Bringhurſt. 
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$. A SERMON preached before the 
LORD-MAYOR 


> | M ATTH. Xl. Ver. JO. 
f © For My Voke ts eaſy, and my Burden light. 


N the 27th Verſe our Saviour tells us, Al things 
are given to him of the Father ; zeither knoweth 
any Man the Father, ſave the Son, and he to 

OM whom the Sos ſhall reveal him. Thus by firſt 
aſſerting his Ability to receive them, that is, to 

| govern and teach them, he encourageth weary 
wat. and heavy laden Sinners to accept of his gracious Invi- 
tation, which he makes in the following Verſe ; Come 

nnto me all je that are weary and beavy laden, and I will give 

| you reſt. Having before told them his Ability to make 

.good this Promife, he now gives them the Promile, to 
encourage them tor come unto him. And in the 29th 
Verſe, he afferts his Willingneſs; For I am meek and 
lowly in Heart ; therefore very apt to ſympathize with 
you, and confequently as willing as I am able to give 

| you reſt to your Souls. no 

My Text affures them of the Truth of this Promiſe, 
0g thus repeated in the 29th Verſe, from. the Goodneſs of 


his Doftrine and Government, the means of giving 
Wh them this Reft; My Toke is eaſy, and my Burden 


lroht. 
B 2 That 
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[That theſe two Metaphors, Yoke and Burden,areuſed 
in the Scriptures, as well as other Authors, to ſignify 
Do&rine, or! Law, -or Government, I fhall (for Bre- 
vities ſake) prove only by one or two places, As 15. 
10. The Law or PoCtrine of Circumciſion is ſaid to be 
a Toke which neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear: 
And Gal. 5. 1. The Ceremonial Law of the Jews 4 
Toke of Bondage. Zach.9.1. The Word of God is 
called the Burdez of the Word of the Lord : and fo Mal. 
I.1. The Burden of the Word of the Lord to Iſrael by 
Malachy. So the Chriſtian Religion is here to be 
underſtood. For our better Underſtanding the ſenſe of 
the Text, TI ſhall, 


I. Shew in what ſenſe the Chriſtian Religion may 
be ſaid to be a Yoke or a Burden. | # 
I. Demonſtrate, that this Yoke 4 eaſy, and this Byr- 
den light. © | i es [i , 
ITI; Make ſome ſeaſonable Refletions for ourPta- 
Ctice at this time. | Y 


T.*In what ſenſe the Chriſtian Religion may be ſaid 
to be a Yoke or Burden. Which will be evident, 

If we conſider, the natural Frame and Conſtitution 
of Man. And here, both Scripture.and Reaſon, and 
our own Experience concur to inform us,that Man con- 
fiſts of two parts, very different from one another : 
One' Heavenly, and from God more immediately, ſpi- 
ritual or intelleCtual ; - the other from the Earth of 
which it is made, called often in Scripture, carnal or 
ſenſual, Gez. 2,7. We havealſo the ſame Aſſurances, 
that the ReCtitude and Prefetion of Mans Nature con- 
ſiſts in the Prefection and SubjeCtion of this Earthly 
and Senſual Principle to that which'is Heavenly and 


Spiritual. T The 
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"The State of Innocency-was nothing elſe but this 
Conſent and Conformity of the inferiour Faculties to; 


the ſuperiour. | 
But in this honourable and healthful ſtate, Man did 


not long continue ; but in alittle time became like the 
Beaſt that periſheth : The Serpent working upon his 
Curioſity - and Senſuality, perfwades him to remit the 
Government of himſelf to his inferiour Faculties * 
They ſenſible of their ſtrength, run away with the 
Reines : and 'meeting daily with theſe following Ad- 
vantages or Provocations (notwithſtanding rhe Spirit 
Inſteth againſt the Fleſh, as well” 5 the Fleſh againſt the 
Spirit, Gal. 5. 17.) have gotten ſuch ' Head, that'they 
bid fair for an unaccountable Soveraignty and Domi- 
nion. | | 
| 7, The Temptations of this World fo applied by that 
old 'Serpent; - which firſt tempted them with Succeſs, 
that he prevailed upon them, to take their: Liberty ;. 
that they are not -only kept waking,” and' on their 
guard, but daily excited and” exaſperated.” PFhele are 
innumerable, provoke us continually, and are in our 
way where-ever we go, weare ſurrounded with them 
inall places, whilſt we inhabit theſe Bodies, and dwell 
in-this World. - CL SIO GR £04. 408 

Heb. 12.1. We read'of. Sin that doth' ſo eafily beſer 
us, tumeigxTw & wcterla!, Sin well circurſtaneed-;rhat-is, 
the Temptations are near us, preſent to us, of thar 
likeneſs of Nature, that our Bodies preſently cloſe 
with them, ſympathize with' them, 'and ſo they more 
effectually entice us; and work 4pon -our Senſes and 
Aﬀections, than ſpiritual Objeas*can do yporrour'Un- 
derſtandings. .\ Heaven and the Felieities of ' the other 
World are at a diſtance, and Men cannot tell when they 


: 


ſhall come there: And our Apprehenfiens of thar 


ſtate 


Gen, 3. 


y ets 1-05 w 
6 


.- - A Sermon preach d 


Rate are indiſtint.and obſcure; Neither Eye hath fees, 
wor Ear beard, nor can it enter into the Heart of Man to 
conceive the Bleſſedneſs of this ſtate. 

Therefore theſe Objedts work upon us only by Faith, 
Devotian and Meditation , which ſuppoſe great 
pains.and care in our {uperiour Faculties, and Reſtraint 
and Severities upon the Inclinations, and our outward 
Man. 

Bur in the other caſe, we may fit ſtill ; thoſe Objes 
are contiguous, and they work extempore, and conti- 
nually and ſpontaneouſly, like natural Agents, fo that 
every knſual Qbjett is a. Baſilisk, and looks us dead, if 
we' are, not: aware of it, and do.not .confider the pai- 
ſonous Influence of its Countenance, before it looks 
upon us ; and the innocent qcvueve of Nature, . given 
us at firſt for our Nouriſhment and Diverfion, prove 
mortal to us, unleſs we live under the daily .caution-of 
Touch not, Taſte not, Handle not. | : 

2. Examples, which every-where attend us, and 

reatly encourage, and enforce this Diſorder and Re- 
bellion of our inferiour Faculties. Theſe ſurprize us 
in our Infancy, conduft, and manage us in our Youth 
and Age, ſo that before we are Men, many times we 
are Beaſts ; and young Devils before we are old Men. 


-.._._ We are-naturally, apt to go quo itwr non gun cundum 


eft, as Senecs obſerves ; therefore theſe more powerful- 
ly affeQt us than Laws or Precepts, or the moſt rational 
or eloquent LetQturesof our Duty. 

Thus provoked by Temptations, and animated' b 
Examples, this Rebelhon. 1s habitual ; for, every A 
ſtrengthens the Habit, and our. Sins thus. become ex- 
ceeding ſinful. Jerem. 13. 23. Can the Leopard change 
his Spots, ar the Black-moor his Skin? then-may ye alſo do 
good, that. are accuſtormed.to de evil. Here Cuftonr or 

| Habit 
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Habit is repreſented as intraftable as Nature it ſelf - 
according to the Proverb, Cuſtom is a ferond Natare. 

Thus Man is fallen, and ſo degenerated from the 
ReQitudeand rm cd of his Original Frame and Con- 
ſtitution ; that had not God ſo lbved the World, as to 
ſend his'Son into it to reſtore it, and paſs a new Crea- 
tion upon it, Man muſt have been for ever loft and 
buried in his own Ruins. | 

The doing of this is called Mortification, Regene- 
ration, and when *'tis done, the new Man or new 
Creature. | 

Theſe all fignify Regret and RehuQancy to a preat 
Degree, unleſs a Man hath been {© happy as to have 
born the Yoke in his Yonth. 

Now the Son of God mou this for us by his Reli- 
gion, from the Uneaſineſs of it at firſt, it may well 
be expreſt by theſe Metaphors in the Text, of a Toke 
or Burden. Etta on Þ oc 


IT. But though it be ſo, and there' is ſuch a plain 
Reaſon for it, yet I ſhall evidently 'demonftrate that 
this Toke is 4, and this Burden light. pies is the 
Original, which ſignifies gracious, profitable, fir, and 
therefore muſt be eaſy ; and not only fo, but ſomething 
a Man would not be without, efteeming it his Orna- 
men rather than his Yoke. ._ | 

So alſo the Word which in the Text'is tranſlated 
Light, *«@po, ſignifies alſo Light, that a Man may 
not only walk, brit run with it upon his Shoulders ; 
according/ to the Etymology of the Word. And if 
there be any weight im'it, "tis only to poiſe us, keep us 
ſteady ; out Security rather than our Encombrance. 

Thus the Words in the Text naturally import. I 
now come to demonſtrate the Truth of the Propoſi- 

tion ; 


—— 
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1. Tho Grainpigyris a Yoke, ,yet/'tis an.caſy 
'Yoke; and though .it-is' a Burden, yet it is. a light 
Burden. : .- FOR ke | 
© For-our more diſtin&t Underſtanding what I ſhall 
fay. upon, this: Subject, we are to/\-remember that the 
Clift ,Religiqn.is uſually: divided into two parts : | 
4. "The,Credends, or Articles to be. believed, 

2dh. he Agezada, or Duties to be done. ' |, 
.If.-+The Credenda or Articles of Faith, contained 
in the Chriſtian Religion, and theſe are ſo tew, and fo 
plainly revealed, thar theſe can hardly be in any ſenſe 
called a Yoke or, Burden. tq any. ;one that believesthe 
Being,of God, and that he is a.Being, infinitely perfe4. 
The Apoſtles Crecd is 2 {ummary. of theſe, and they 
are principally matters ot: Fact concerning the Nature 
or Perſon of-our Saviour, in oppoſition to Judaiſm 
and Heathenifm ;, ſo plaialy related in;the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that they are underſtood as ſoon as read : And 
where-ever the Scripture it ſelf does impreſs a Cha- 
raQer, of Necelity, either: for Faith - or PraQtice, 
we cannot ſpeak plainer [to one another, than that doth 
tous. a eau | | 

 Andif anything be revealed which we cannot com- 
prehend ;. as for;inſtance, the Article of the Trinity ; 
yet the: Revelation 1s plain: ' And.in all matters of Re- 
velation, we are to believe. no more than is revealed, 
and no otherwiſe of it: than as'it is revealed ; and 
rhus to believe is no difficult thing ; nay *tis ſo eaſy, 
that 'tis impoſſible, for any., Maa that acfnowlodgcrn 
the Being of God, not thus to, belieye.; ., becauſe. the 
yery Notion ;of God, neceſlarily implies. an Impoſjj- 
Vility of, Gying any thing to bis Creatures. which is 


F 


C AOt true. noof! | 
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And the difficulty of comprehending the nature of 
the thing revealed doth not make our Religion uneaſy, 
becauſe we are not bound to underſtand, that is, to 
comprehnd ir ; which alſo is no Obje&tion to its Cre- 
dibility, becauſe an Infinite Nature, and all thoſe Per- 
fections which belong to it, cannot be ſuppoſed to be 
comprehenſible, we cannot comprehend Eternity, nor 
our own Souls by our finite Underſtandings. 

But the Agenda, the Matters of our Practice, Duties 
to be done, theſe are the Difficulties of our Religion, 
and ſignified by theſe Metaphors in the Text of Yoke 
and Burden. 

T hat &his Yoke is eaſy and Burdez light, I demon- 
ſtrate from theſe following Topicks. 

1. It is moſt agreeable to our Natures : whatſoever 
15 natural 1s eaſy and pleaſant, becauſe, Amor fecit Mun- 
dum, the Creation is the Effet of God's Goodneſs as 
well as of his Power, and he made nothing to be an 
Affiiftion, or Torment to it ſelf ; and the Goodneſs of 
every thing 1s to be fitted for 1ts End, and the Per- 
fetion of every thing is to be in ConjunQion with it. 

That the Chriſtian Religion is thus ſuitable to our 
Natures, will appear, if we conſider Man, | 

1. In his Private; | 
2. In his Publick Capacity. 

T. In his Private Capacity: Here we are to re+ 
ſpet, x. His Soul; 2. His Body. 

1. His Soul: By this a Man is a buſy aQtive Being, 
his Thoughts are reſtkſs, his. Deſires are craving and 
ſtretching till they meet with that for which they were 
created ; which is the Contemplation of Truth in this 
World, and the Enjoyment of God in this and that 
which is to come. Here we feel his gracious Influences 
to our Support and Comfort ; hereafter ve_ 
plate 


late and enjoy him to our Everblaſting Happiseſs 
Sd SarisfaQtion, Of theſc two, briefly. | 

1. The Contemplation of Truth. That this 4s n8- 
tural to our Souls, the great and indefatigable Pains 
and Hardſhips many have undergone for it, the Exta- 
fits of Joy and pertect SatisfaQtion they have felt when 
they have found it, the great Honours they have been 
courted with whilft they liv'd, and even ador'd with 
after their Death, when they have publiſhed rhe Fruits 
of their Induſtry, the Truths they have diſcovered to 
the World, abundantly demonftrate ; I cannot parti- 
cularize theſe things at this time. 

Silence and Sblitude, Receſs and Separation from the 
World and Senſe, are the Opportunities for God and 
Truth; and nothing ſo prevents thediſcoveries of Truth, 
as the clamorous importunities of Riches and Honour, 
or the groſs and foul Suffuſions of Senſuality : The firſt 
anticipate our Time which is abſolutely neceſſary (for 
Truth the Philoſopher rightly tells us, lies in the bot- 
tom of a deep Well) : The ſecond thicken and obſtru@t 
the Mind, and indifpoſe it, as foggy Steers and 
Miſts our bodily Organs, that the pure Light and Spirit 
of Truth cannot be ſenſible ro us : 5 wvordoy angus Ike. 
ood, that pious Man, that exquiſite Philoſopher. 

Therefore the Philoſophers tell us, Vertue is abfolute- 
ly neceflary for the acquiring of Truth, becauſe that 
regulates all the inferiour Faculties and Inclinattons, 
quiets and retrenches all the Exorbitancy of the Paſſi- 
ons and AﬀeCtions peprerr, i vv Vin 1% orvizotuy, 
ſaid . Aztoninus ; the Soul is tinAtured and dy*'d with 
the Objects it molt converfeth with. | 

Now how doth our Religion diſpoſe us for this ? 
the Apoſtle tells us, r Thefſ. $5. 22. Abftain from all 
appearance of Evil : How doth « caution us.apainſt it, 
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the Shew, or Farm, or Beauty of this Warld:-paſſeth away; 
as if the World were-nothing but a: great piece of Pa- 
geantry, ana Dream, or a Fancy of ſomething thar is 
not, 06 an Apparition without: any Subſtance, paſſing 
by ys, and ſeen; no more. Many places more to this 
purpoſe:I might produce; | 

And. for Senſyality, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Fleſhly, Luſts are 
ſaid: ts, man againſt the Soul, therefore the. Apoſtle be- 
ſ{ceches the Chriſtians as Strangers and. Pilgrims,. to abs 
ſtain from them. And; how many ſevere Threatnings 
da we read of in the Scriptures againſt all that do net 
crucify the Fleſh with the Luſts,of it, 1: Cor. 6. 9, x0. 
Epheſ. 5. 3. to ver. 8. and many other, to keep our 
Minds even and pure, and then; they are fit and! ready 
both for the-ſearch after, and Contemplation of Truth. 

The ſecand thing I mention.d: for which, our Souls 
are. created, was the Enjoyment of. God in-this. Woxld,, 
and that which/1s to come. 

Omanis intelleftas tendit: in IDeuw, faith the Philoſh+ 


pher, and it-cannot be otherwiſe; for all'this World is; 


too little for their. SatisfaCtion, as: infinite Experience 


demonſtrates. The Eye, is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, mor- 


the Ear with hearing. 
Mea run. from one thing. to: another, and: never: 


pleaſed, always miſtaken, Knock. at the wrong door. 
tor Happineſs; as drunkea Men miſtake- another: 


Man's Houſe for their own. Antoninws, one of the 


greateſt and: happieſt Emperors, not only that Rome, 
but. the World ever- enjayed, thus expreſſeth the In- 


ſufficiency. of\. this. World for our. Happinels, 7} wor E4v- 


W.ASTUA KAIO Sov, Ho agovoias xa. Mihat do I care: to. 

live. in. a. World woid. of. God aud, void of | Proudence 

Yet.no Man ever; enjoyed. mare of; the Warld's. —_ 
G 2 | an 
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and Happineſs than he did; which demonſtrates that 


only God is the natural Felicity of our Souls. 

How carefully then is our Nature reſtor'd and per- 
feted by our Religion ? The two great Obſtacles to 
our Enjoyment of God, it endeavours to ſet at the 
greateſt diſtance from us imaginable : T heſe are love 
of the World, and exceſs of bodily Pleaſures : James 


4A. 4. Te Adulterers and Adultereſſes, know ye not that 


the Friendſhip of this World is Enmity with God ? who- 


 ſoever therefore will be a Friend of the World is the Enc- 


my of God, How \ſmartly doth the Apoſtle affert the 
great Inconfiſtency of God and the World together in 
our Hearts? and repeats it twice in the ſame Verſe; 
and when he ſpeaks never ſo mildly he {till tells us the 
{ame thing, 1 ry 2. 15. 

And for Senſuality : The very Character of a Chri- 
ſtian is to crucify the Fleſh with the Aﬀettions and Luſts 
of it, Gal. 5. 24. And Purity of Heart is made ablo- 
lutely neceſſary to our ſeeing of God by our Saviour, 
Mat. 5. 8. Very many places more 'out of the Scrip- 


tures might be produced to this purpoſe : All which 


demonſtrate our Religion muſt be natural to our 
Souls, becauſe if we would obſerve it, it would make 
our Souls fre: and open to receive the comfortable 
Emanations of the Divine Goodneſs, as a clear Air 
the Light and Influences of the Sun : and fo, in this re- 
ſpe, our Saviour's Toke mult be caſy, and his Burden 
light. 

 pelides, what admirable matter of our Contempla- 
tion doth it attord us? 2 Cor. 4.6. The Light of the 
Kxowledg of the Glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chrifh, and when by the exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes of the Goſpel-we apprehend what Intereſt we 
may haven this Glory, Heaven, it ſelf is anticipated, 


Our 
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our Souls are in ConjunQion with their Center, our 
Conſciences are eaſy and chearful, and we are filled 
with all Joy in believing: For zt doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, 1 Joh. 3.2. But we know when he ſhall ap- 
pear we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 

Thus in reſpe& of our Souls the Text is demon- 
ſtrated, becauſe our Religion fits us for the Enjoyment 
of God here and hereafter, the Complement and Per- 
fetion of our Natures. 

2. In reſpeC&t of our Bodies: Intemperance is the 
worſt Diſeaſe we are capable of : The moſt ſearching 
Pains and accuteſt Torments are the EffeQs of it, it 1s 
a Womb, a Mine of all the Diſeaſes of the Body ; fo 
that to indulge our Luſts makes them their own Ex- 
ecutioners as well as ours; for when Nature is over- 
born, all Pleaſure and Delight is extinguiſh'd. | 


Now our Religion gives us the plaincſt Precepts 


- imaginable for Sobridty and 'Temperance and Purity. 


I ſhould be too tedious to name the places, they are al- 
molt every-where in rhe New Teſtament, and written 


with the Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs : 'Thoſe 


I mention'd under the laſt two Heads are ſufficient, 
where it utterly excludes from the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, all irregular and intemperate Proſecutions of the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Life, as. St. John tells us, 1 Joh. 2, 15,16. And by 
doing thus, our Bodies have no more reaſon to com- 
plain than our. Souls, as if our Religion denicd or en- 
vied them their proper Diverſions or Satisfaftions ; for 
all this is nothing bur the reſtoring of us to our natural 


Health and Strength; for it requires of ns only to. 


recover and maintain our Original. Frame and Conſti- 


tution; the Conſent and Harmony of our' Carnal . 


and Inferiour Faculties and Inclinations to thoſe with. 
in 
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1n,,us which, are more. Noble and Spiritual; And be- 


ng of this Nature, apd-for theſe Ends, even in. this .caſe LY 
allo, this. Takes muſt he. eaſy, and. this Burden light. | 
Thus we have ſeep that 1f we conſider. Man in his | | 


private Capacity, our Savigur.s. Toke. is ealy: and his 
Byrden light. In the,lecond place, 
II. 1 now, come to. confider- him, in. his. Politick ; 
or Publick Capacity; and her: ar firſt- ſight *tis molt 
_ eaſy, becauſe agreeable to the Nature of "Society. | 
In this reſpect, our Saviour hath given us an Epitome — F 
of all he requires of us in very, tew words, To ds 4s 
we would be dang unto, Matth. 7. 12. This: is. the Law- 
and the Prophets which he-came to fulfil and perfe&t, 
Mgt. 5. 17. SQ. Mat. 22. 39. Thou ſbalt love. thy. Neigh- 
boyr. as thy. ſelf. How, late and eaſy muſt every. Man 
be in all his Concerns, and ads by. Obſervation 
of theſe Rules. We ſhould.never offend one another ; -- 
but if it ſhould ſo happen, to forgive and forget, is the 
next thing. we would: do; for that certainly every- | 
Man would have doneto hjmſelf were he the Offender. ve 
The. Apoſtle, St. Pay/ gives. us all our: Duty-to one 
another. in this one-word, Love, and proves it to-be-ſd, 
Rom. 13. 8, 9, There. is nq. Fear or Jealouſy one of 
another in Love, but perfet:Love caſteth out ſuch-tor- 
menting Paſſions as theſe are, and\makes Men-confident- - 
in one another, and that is the great Security and Per- 
fetion of Saciety. Ina ward. 
 Fhere are but two things. which, make Men uneaſy 
to one another ;' Aptneſs' to, provoke, and: to- be pro- 
voked. How. effeQpally, ous Religion hath provided & 
againſt theſe, we read-in 1-Cor. 13. It:makes- Charity: 
the Roat or. Spring of: all- our; Religious. Actions, fo 
neceſſary, that, in hah it; we. are nothing, neither: 
can, we dg, any, thing. ig. Religiea, ver. 1, 2, 3. and 


then 1 
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then tells xs how ft feowes the Worldapanalt both 
theſe troubleſome Humours. {1 

Verſe the 4*h; Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind, 
therefore is nor eaſily provoked, eavirs nor, valnpterh 
»ot itſelf, therefore ts hotapt to provoke : 'wrr.'5; doth 
not ibehave it ſelf unſeernly, « 4,»er% trdely or \d1f0Þ>- 
Iigingly ; feeketh not her -own, therefore does ndt 
provoke ; is not apt to be exaſperated, fo is the Origi- 
nal Texpofivere! thinketh no Evil, but candidly inter- 
preteth : but if the Evil be evident, it rejotceth not 
1N it, 'wvey, 6. butin the Truth or Goednefs of any Bo- 
dy; therefore not eaſily provoked. | 

Verſe 7. Beareth all things, becauſe it belteveth all 
things may be well meant, at kaft hopeth oof all 
things : but if the Evil or Malice be apparent and in- 
diſputable ; then Charity endareth zl things, as Tong 


' as pleaſeth God; fo that Charity can never fail 6 


make Men eaſy to themſelves, and one another, and 
fits Men for a happy Enjoyment of ohne another here, 
as well as the bleffed Enjoyment of God altogether 
hereafter. | oY, 

Thus I think it is clearly demonſtrated that Chriſt's 
Yoke is eaſy, and his Butden byht, beeaoR "tis agrea- 
ble toour Natures, conſidered eithet in our private of 
publick Capacity, either m our ſelves, both in reſpett 
of our Souls afd Bodies, or in our mutual Relation t9 
one atother. Ard as an indiſputable Confirmation of 
all I have faid from this Topick, be+ pleaſed often to 
read and confider, Tit. 2. 11, 12, where the Apoſtle 
tells us, that the great Leffon the Goſpel reacheth us, 
is to deny all Unzodtintſs and Worldly Lofts, ad ty live 
ſoberly, tighteouſh, «nd godly in thi. preſent World : 
Thele three Words, ſoberly, righteoufly and godly, vhean 


all that I have ſaid upon this Subjet; and thus 
1 : uſed 
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uſed as they are here, are an undeniable Confirma- 
'tion of it. | 


..- Objed. But it may be objeAed ; Doth not our Savi- 
our, himſelf ſay we- muſt pluck out our right Eye, and 
cut off our right Hand, in order to' eternal Life, if they 
happento ſtand in our way to it, which ſuppoſeth they 
may do ſo? And doth he not, Luke 14. 26, 27. tell us 
we mult hate our deareſt Relations, and our own Lives 
for his ſake, and zake wp our Croſs and come after him, 
or clſe we cannot be his Diſciples? Are not theſe hard 
Sayings, very uneaſy and difficult to be born, if nor 


'- immoral and ſinful ?. and alio that the -Gate is narrow, 


and many ſhall ſeek to enter, and not be able ? 


Anſw. Becauſe the time will not give me leave to 
make a nice and diſtin&t Explication of the words ; 
T ſhall only tell you, that by hating Father and Mo- 
ther, &c. and our own Life, is not hating in a proper 
and ſtri& ſenſe, but loving of them leſs than our Savi- 
our, or his Religion, which he valued above his own 
Life. Andſoit, is expreſſed, Matth. 10. 37. He that 
loveth Father and Mother more than me, &c. Ando 
Gez. 29. 30, 3Ii. Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah : 
in ver. 3o, 3x. 'tis ſaid, and when the Lord ſaw that 
Leah was hated. I now proceed to my Anſwer. 

1. Though the Words thus taken import nothing 
that is ſinful or immoral, but what 1s very rational ; be- 
eauſe our Saviour loved us, ſo as to dye for us, and 
his Religion for our fakes, ſo as to ſeal it with his 


Blood ; yet they do ſignify ſomething that is not eaſy, 


and do. ſeem to put upon us a Burden too heavy for 
us to bear. 
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|. 1. But thenconfider in the Erftiplace; When a Man is 


ſick mortally, and his Phyſicians tell him if he will take 
ſuch a Medicine, it will certainly, or at leaſt very pro- 
bably cure him; and-no other will : If he belteves his 
Phyſicians, will he not readily ſuffer this Medicine t6 
be applied to him? will not the bittereſt Potion 1n this 
caſe be tollerable, if not pleaſant ? And- will. not a 
Man in his Wits, chuſe it rather than a more pleaſant 
or more guſtful draught ? And what we have reaſon 
to make matter of our choice, may.1n a juſt ſenſe be 
called eaſy or light to us. This caſe if we apply it, our 
Religion is our own ; our Soules are mortally fick and 
wounded by our Sins ; our Religion: the only, Medi- 
cine that can help us, reſtores us to our Health ; and 
that certainly will do it if we apply it. Now- though 
this requires of us to live no: longer. to this World, or 
our ſelves, but to-him that died for us ; is 1t not a plain 
caſe, what weare in Reaſon to do? : and doth not the 
Plainneſs of the caſe make our Duty, if not- eaſy, yet 
__ intollerable ? But the following Reaſons make it 
caſy. | Heb ee 
2. The great ſtrength it affords. us.: that. may be to a 
Man but a Diverſion, which toa. Child 151nſupportable ; 
no Man ever had more Difficulties put upon him than 
St. Paul. The utmoſt ſenſe of the Objetion was his 
frequent Exerciſe. How many times did he venture 
his Life for the Goſpel of Chriſt ? yet he made it eaſy ; 
as forrowful, yet always rejoicing, 2 Cor 6.10. and he 
gives a very good reaſon for it, in Phil. 4.13. nail 
ioiw, I can do all things ealily, fothe Word imports, 
through Chriſt which ſIrengtheneth me. And this 
ſtrength wherewnh Chriſt afſiifted him, was no leſs 
than the Power of his ReſurreCGion, chap. 3. 10. that 
i5, the ſame' Spirit: that raiſed Chriſt from the dead, 
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made” him do alt things eaſily ;. for this was an cx- 
perimental Knowledg as the whole Verſe demon- 
ttrates. 

That this is our caſe as well as St. Paul's, is evident 
by many places of Scripture; I ſhall name two or 
three ;''2 Cor. 3.6. The Goſpel is called the Miniftra- 
tion of the Spirit, in oppoſition: tro the Law, which 
was but the Miniftration of the Letter, which ſfignt- 
fies, that by the Law of Moſes there was no inward 
Affiftance of the Spirit of God, for our Afſiftance in 
Religion, as there is under.the Goſpel, for the Perfor- 
mance of all the: Duties it requires of us ; and that eve- 
ry Chriftian as well as St. Pal, is to know experimen= 
tally the Power of our Saviour's Refurre&ion, or is 
aſfifted with that Power which raifed Chrift from the 
dead. - He himſelf tells us in Rem. 8. 9, 11. where he 
makes it'an efſential Character of our Chriſtianity, ro 
have the Spirit that raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the dead 
in us. And Col. 2. 12. he attributes our being buried 
with him in Baptiſm, and raiſed again'to Newneſs of 
Life, which contains all that the Goſpel requires 
of us, tothe Faith: of the Operation of God, who raiſed 
our Saviour from the dead.' Philoſophy tells us, thar 
Sublunary Bodies are influenced by 'the Heavensas Ce- 
leſtial Bodies ; Is it not as reaſonable to believe that 
our Souls.are influenced and 'enfivened. by God ? Can- 
not the Father of Spirits as eaſily and naturally affiſt 
our Spirits, .as the Celeftiab Bodies theſe below ? If fo, 
then what Toke can poſſibly be uneaſy to us, or what 
Burden heavy or troubleſome, I do not fay inſupporta- 
ble, when in all our religious Actions, we act in Con- 
junQion with our Creator ”. 

3. The Greatueſs of the-Reward, propoſed in. the 
moſt emphatical, but intelligible Expreſlions of Feli- 

city, 
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city, As Crowns of Glory, Inheritances incorruptible, 
and that fade not away, Immortality, Eternal Life, and 
for theſe light Aﬀitions which laſt but for a Monsent, a 
far move exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. And whatever we loſe here, we are promiſed 
for it a» hundred fold hereafter. Tate 

If we venture and loſe into the' bargain our Lives, 
in the diſpute for our Saviour and his Religion, we loſe 
but craſy, heavy, painful Bodies, for Bodies ſpiritual, 
healrhful and incorruptible; Sin and Sickneſs and Pu- 
trifaction, for Holineſs and Health and Incorruption ; 
theſe Tabernacles of Clay daily declining and di Fiving 
into the Earth, of which they were at firſt made; and 
ſubje& to be broken by many accidental Violences and 
Knocks they are like to meet with, in the hurry of this 
World, for a' Building of God, a Hoe not made with 
Hands, Eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 4.1. Who 


would not chuſe to be thus ##c/othed to be clothed upon 


with thoſe everlaſting Robes of Light and Glory ? A tull 
Perſwafion of this Reward hath made Fireand Faggot, 
Swords, and wild Beaſts, and all the cruelleſt Tnſtru- 
ments of Death, not only eligible, but eafy to many 
hundreds of Chriſtians, that they might obtain a'bez- 
ter Refurrefttion: And we have reafon to believe it 
from common Experience of humane Afairs, for we 
daily ſee that neither Seas nor Rocks, nor Storms nor 
Tempeits, will diſcourage Men from making very de- 
ſperate' Adventures, when .they have: but probable 
ExpeQations of 4 great Reward; but here 1s all the 
Aflurance God: that cannot Iye can give us. And 
whileſt we are here, in the conſciencious and- ſin- 
cere Practice of our Religion, we have that Peace 
of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding, and is able 
to make every pd” 4 every Burden light our 
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. and faint in our Minds. 


Saviour hath any where in his Religion layed up- 
on us. | | 

4. It affords us the moſt powerful Examples, God 
himſelf: Matth. 5. 45, tothe end, where our Saviour 
commands us to love our Epemies, &c. that we may be 
che Children of our Heavenly Father : and in the laſt 
verſe, perfett as our Heavenly Father is perfeif. Now 
who would ftick at any thing that may advance him 
not only to the Similitude, bur PerfeCtion of God him- 
{elf ? The Duty is ſomething difficult, but the Exam- 
ple is a ſufficient Reward, to make any labour. or;pains 
delightful and eaſy to us. The Son of God took upon 
him out Nature, to be an Example to us ;-and here we 
have an Example of our own Nature, in the PraRice 
of the hardeſt Duties, in the midſt of Oppofition, and 
the worlt of times,, and of morethan, he requires of us, 
namely laying down his Life for his Enemies, and all 
for our ſakes, that we might be encouraged in our 
Duty. | 

Complanatir itur wveſtigiis Domini, ſaid Tertullian : 
To this Example the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews dire&ts us, chap. 12. ver. 2, 3, 4. leſt we be weary, 


, 


In chap. 11. he propoſes the Examples of very great 
and wiſe Men, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, and divers others, 
and both what great things they did and ſuffered ; and 
in chap. 12. ver. 1, hedoth as it were ſum upthe Evi- 
dence, that this ſo great a Cloud. of Witneſſes, in 
ftorms of Perſecution aſſiſt us with, to make it eaſy, to 
lay afide the Sin that fo eaſily beſets us ; and then rein- 
forceth the whole Argument, with the Example of 
our Saviour in the following verſes, before mentioned : 
In chap. 6. 12. Be not ſothful ({aith the ſame Apoſtle) 
but Followers of” them who through Faith and Patience in- 

herit 
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herit the Promiſes. He is certainly ſtrangely degene- 
rated, and ſunk into the Ground of which he was at 
firſt made, that finds it an uneaſy thing not to be ſloth- 
ful. And the Apoſtle plainly here tells us that any 
body elſe will follow thoſe great Examples our Religi- 


on affords us, and by Faith and Patience inherits the 


Promiſes. 
Examples all Men acknowledg, and all Experience 


demonſtrates, are a moſt effteCtual way of perfwading; 
and in theſe Examples we have all the advantage the 
Reverence of Perſons, or the Reaſon of the Thing can 
aſſiſt us with. 

5. It ſupplies us with the moſt pregnant, and effica- 
cious Principle of doing or ſuffering any thing it requires 
of us. This the ſerious Conſideration of our. Religion 


muſt neceſſarily beget in us, if 'we really believe the 
- Truth of it; for it is nothing elſe but God's /o lowing 


the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have Ever- 
laſting Life; Joh. 3. 16, And this his only begotten 
Son 1o loving it, as to be crucified for it. Theſe two 
Articles contain the ſubſtance of the Revelation given 
us in the Goſpel of our Religion. Now if Love be- 
gets Love, can we believeand think of this Religion 
without being conſtrain'd to live no longer to our ſelves, 
but to him that dy'd for us? to live to him and 
die for him when he requires tt of us? And the Con- 
ſtraints of Love are the Extafies and Triumphs of it, 
which make every thing eaſy and delightful. Thus 
our Chriſtianity without -us impreſſeth its own Cha- 
raters within us, and becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt 
written, in our Hearts, and our Faith removerh Moun- 
tains, and makes all ways plain, and -overcometh the 


World , and crucifieth the Fleſh with its Afedtions 
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and Luſts ;, working by the Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad 
and rooted and grounded in'our Hearts. Fhis one Ar- 
ticle of Chriſt crucihed thus digeſted ix Succum & San- 
2uinem, into the Temper and Nouriſhment of our 


Souls, producing the molt pleaſing Atts ( as all the: 


ARs of Loveare) upon the molt perte& and Satis- 
factory Objet. God thus manifeſted in the Fleſh, muſt 
needs give Power to the faint, and to them. that have xo 
Might increaſe Strength. So that they ſhall mount up 


with Wings like Eagles, and run the Ways of our Savi- 


our's Commandments, and xot be weary, and walk con- 
tinually in them axd zot faint, as the Prophet I/aiab 
ſpeaks in another caſe. | 

This is a great Demonſtration that our Saviour's 
Toke is eaſy and Burdez light ; becauſe when we ſee our 
Saviour's Love tous {tronger than the bittcreſt Death in 
him.; our Love to him muſt needs be as ſtrong as any 
Death can be in us. 

6. And laſtly, Fram. the kind Acceptance of our 
Heavenly Father, he requireth not Perfection, but Sin. 
cerity : He knows our Frame, and remembers we are but 
Duſt, Plal. 103. 14. remembers how he at firſt framed 
Mean of the Duſt of the Ground. And ver. 13. As 4 
Father pityeth bis Children, ſo the Lord pitieth thoſe 
that fear him. The Apaſtle faith the. ſame thing in 
other words, 2 Cor. 8. 12. If there be firſt a willing 


Miz, it is accepted, according to that a Man hath, and. 


0t according to that he hath not. 

Now no Man can pretend difficulty in Sincerity ; 
our Wills are more our own than any thing elſe we 
call ours,. our inward Thoughts and Inclinations the 
only Ti. ww that belong to us, the Philoſopher will 
tell us. Lying and Diſhmulation! plainly are a force 
upon us,. and.we feel it: 10 when ever. we are guilty | 
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Hypocriſy is ſtoutneſs againft God, ard Cowardiſe to 


Man, (as my Lord Bacoz tells us) and is not this the ' 


moſt unnatural and uneaſy thing in the World ? Our 
own Experience will afſure us, that *ris much eaſier to 
a&t our ſelves than the Perſon of another; we a& our 
felves often to our diſadvantage, becauſe we do it ex 
rempore, betore we are aware: but to att another, Men 
learn and try Practice before-hand, fome time before 
they will venture to do it in publick. This alſo de- 
monſtrates ( being fo acceptable to God) that our Sa- 
viour's Toke 15 eaſy, and his Bardes light. 


Thus I have finiſh'd what I propoſed in the ſecond 
place, which was to demonſtrate, That although the 
Chriftian Religion be a Yoke and a Burden, yet this 
Toke is eaſy and this Barder light. 


I ſhall apply it as briefly and ſeafonably as I cn. 

Then let us not make it more uneaſy to one ano- 
ther than our Saviour hath made it. 

x, In reſpect of our common or ordinary Converſa- 
tion, there is an old Proverb too true, afpurG- whtono 
&iuar, Men are Devils to one another, to tempt one 
another to Sin. Hab. 2. 15. Wo nnto him that giveth 
his Neighbour Drink, that putteſt thy Botrle to hins, and 
 makeft him drunk alſo, that thou mayſt look on his Naked- 
neſs : Where the Prophet plainly rhrearens thar ſort 
of Men that make a Mock of Sin, eſpecially of that 
beaftly Sin of Drunkennefs, and for their Sport and 
Diverſion tempt one another to it, and vie one wirk 
another tor the Victory in the commiſſion of it; nor- 
withftanding the Prophet Iſaiah's Woe which he pro- 
nounceth againft thoſe who are mighty ro drink Wine, 
and Mew of ftrength to mingle ftroung Drink; Ifa. 5: 22; 

There 
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There, is the ſame Reaſon pink our tempting one 
another to any Sin ; for by fo doing we make the Toke 
of Chrift much more ſharp and uneaſy, and the Bur- 
dex of Chriſt much heavier to one another than other- 
wiſe it would be; that is, our Converſion and Rege- 
neration. Heb. 10.24. the Apoſtle tells us we are to cox- 
ſider one another to provoke unto Love and to Good Works. 
Thus we ſball bear ene anothers Burdens, Gal. 6. 2. and 
ſo help one another zo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, to make 
his Toke eaſy, and his Burdez light. | 

2, Upon the Account of our Religion, which at firſt 
I faid was the Toke and Burden mention'd in the Text. 

We make this uneaſfier than Chriſt hath made it to 
one another, | | 

1. When we impoſe as neceſſary Articles of our 
Faith, either what 1t is certain our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles never impoſed, or uncertain whether they 
did or no. : | 

Articles of Faith neceſſary to Salvation can derive 
Authority from none but God ; he only can tell us 
what will be acceptable to himſelf: ſo that the Scrip- 
cures only of the Old and New Teſtament (by all 
Proteſtants) being the Revelation that God hath given 
of his Will in this caſe to us : Whatſoever is made ne- 
ceſſary that 1s not here, muſt be a very uneaſy Yoke, 
and heavy Burdezx : for 'tis not in a Man's power to 
believe as Men would have him; we cannor believe 
beyond our Evidence, and our Evidence muſt be as 
we can underſtand it : So that what is neceſſary muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be intelligibly reveal'd to all concern'd 
in the belief of it. 

This hath ofren made me think that we ſhould be 
eaſier to one another were the Articles of our Faith 
given us in the very words of the Scripture ; I mn 
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ſure:that»both the Orthodox' and: the; 4rxpans nn the 
- Council of Nzce concurred: in this; that alli the Mif 
_ chiefs of. the' Church of God were cauſed by bringing 
4n words into-the.Creeds of the Church; which were 
not-in the Scriptures ; "Confeqtiences'indeediare as ſure 
.as the: expreſs Terms of the Scriptures,” but: Infallibt 
-hty* in [theſe Conſequences!feems to! be-neceſfary: for 
Articles of 'Faith ; becauſe ianfallible' Authority only 
can, create them, Certainty may ſatisfy a Man's /Con- 
{cience for his own Senſe and Compliance, | but for 
Terms of Communion that'may: not. be ſufficient, 'be- 
| | cauſe that is ſo according to-Mens'ditferent/Capacities 
K - and Apprehenſions:: And*'tis::Humility:iand Piery: to 
| conſent with Antiquity, but ftilt this will-recur 3iwe 
' *cannot be ſure of our Revelation; bEcauſe nothing is 
infallible but the Word-of God: And:upon this account 
the Papiſts objeQting..to us-:the uncertainty or. inſecy- 
rity, of our Faith,-wouldibe toitheir purpoſe; did not 
we attribute the ſameinfallible Authorityto:theWord 
of God, which they doto the Determinations of their 
Church. And did not the Word of God declare what 
is nececeſſary to be believed, as intelligibly as their 
-Church-ever did .or can.expreſs it: ſelf; : But. this ne» 
ceſfarily follows ghat we are to believe' noi:more than 
the Word of God 'declares to us, and alſo as it .de- 
clares it; and if we deſire more of one another, :we 
make' Chriſt's Toke more uneaſy, and his Burdez hea- 
vier than he hath made it: I cannot- fee: how-this 
.Conſequente- can be avoided. ': Bat I ſpeak all this 
with: Submiſſion. | -» + bt el eh ae Ng ent 
This ſufficiently confutes and condemns the Tyranny 
of the Church of Rome, 'in making the grand «977g ov, 
or Character of- her; Communion, the belief of -innu- 
merable-Contradidtions:tn that one: Article. of.*Pranſub- 
vii © 7 E ſtantiation- 
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fantiatiov, by her voluntary miſinterpretation of 
one of the plaineſt places in the New Teſtament, 
Mat. 26. 27, 28. where our Saviour uſeth the plaineſt 
way of ſpeaking, namely Meraphoricsl, and the moſt in- 
- telligible Merepbors of Bread and Wine, to ſignify to us 
* by our very Senſes, the great Benefits of his Paſſion. 
This muſt be very unealy ; for our Souls feel a Con- 
tradition as our Senſes diſcern their proper Objes; 
elſe we could never know the Reaſon of any thing 
we enquire after. 

But this juſtifies the Moderation of the Church of 
Exgeland, which in her publick Catechiſm makes rhe 
Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, made up of nothing 
but Scripture,only neceflary to Salvation: Where we do 
got put our Senſe to God's Words, and then Carſe, and 
Burn, 4:d Damn one axother for diflenting, as Mr. Chit- 
divgwarth oblerves: But tis molt evident they do in ve- 
Cs of Neely apo chen; which nieriabl 

X em, W eniably 
makes the Toke of Chrift. far more uneaſy, wap 
Bardes much heavier than he hath made it. 

2. Thus alſo the fame Churchof Rowe hath made our 
Saviour's Toke much ftraiter, and his Burdex heavier 
chan he hath made it, in impoſing innumerable Rites, 
and external Obſervances in the PraQtice of Religion 
and the Worſhip of God. | 
_ That the Worſbip of God under the Gofpel is to 
differ from that under the Law ( called Heb.g.10. Car- 


#e/ Ordinances ; and there ſaid to be impoſed waril the 


time of Reformation, that is, the Goſpel) 1n its Purity 
and Spirituaheyzs clearlypaflerted by our Saviour, Jo.4. 
21,-24- and proved from the Spirxcuality of God's Na- 
ture ; God is a Spirit, and they that worſbip him, muſt 
morſoip bim in Spirit and in Truth: not only inthe Sin- 


cerity 
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cerity of our Hearts, but with & fort of Worſhip as 


near as may be in its Nature and Conſtigytion, fhitable 
to the Purity and Spirituality of the Nature of Gad ; 
which we apprehend as well as we can in this imperfet 
State we are in, when we abſtraQ from him all the Im- 
perfe&tians of Body or Matter, and retain no 9ther Cog- 
ception of him, but of a Being infinitely PerfeRt ; and 
one great End of Divine Worſhip is, to impreſs and 
preſerve this Notion of God ſenfbly and diſtinQly in 
our Minds, by the gracious Influences of his particular 
Attributes and PerteRions ( his infinite Mercy, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Purity, 6.) in our. attendance upon him, 


until we were changed into the ſame Inage, as we are gy Ze 


capable. 
No though the publick ConduRt of Divine Wor- 
ſhip be left to the Governours of the Church, yet 
at their Peril they are obliged not to. inftitute any 
thing to the Prejudice of this blefled Effet of God's 
Worſhip and Service upon the Souls of Men, 
Corporeal Images and many bodily Rites or Cerems- 
nies are great and manifeſt Inconveniences 19. this caſe ; 
for they are ſo contrary to the Spirituality and Parity 
of the Divine Nature, that like a thick and condenſed 
Cloud they fo eclipſe the Light of the Swe of Righte- 
ouſneſs, the Light of the Glory of God in the face of 
Teſws Chriſt ; that co worſhip God who & & Spirit, ## 
Spirit and in Trath by theſe, muſt be a very uneaſy 
Toke, and a Barden, at leaſt to the generality of Men, 
inſupportable. The Church of Rome is greatly .con- 
cern'd to take notice of this; for ſuch Tricks ſhe 
plays in the Worſhip of Gad, both with her Images, and 
innumerable Ceremonies ; ſuch Pageant Shews ſhe 
ſets off her Publick Devotions with; thate'tis rea- 
{onable to fear ———; part of her Communion, 
2 


in- 
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inſtead'of edifying their Minds with Divine Service, 


with the gracious Influences of -the Divine Attributes, 
only divert and entertain their Senſes; and when 
they go-ro Church, either worſhip nothing at all, 
or-they know not what, or commit” the grofleſt Ido- 
larry in worſhipping - PiQtures and Images, Stocks and 
$tones \guilded and painted. And though they re- 
nounce the Names of Judaiſm or Heatheniſm in their 
Religious Worſhip, yet they would oblige the World 
to ani Eqyivolent '1n too' ftrict a Senſe to all the Su- 
petſtitions of the Jews; and the Idolatries of the Gen- 
tiles, ard; i{o0-impoſe upon Mankind a- Yoke far more 


' uneaſy, and” #+much- heavier Burden than our Saviour 
doth. | 


But we mult not reſt here: For the Spirituality of 
God's Worſhip under the Goſpel being a neceſſary 
Qualiioaion” of it; ſome Men may poſlibly ſcruple 
without'any-Malice or ill-Defign, ſome Rites or U- 
ſages in the Worſhip -of God, as being contrary to 
its Spirituality. Nothing but Order and Decency 
may.” be deſign'd- by them, or ſome external Orna- 
ments: for the- Service of God; and' by a-fair and rati- 
onal'Ihterptetationi'they may be. ſo uſed, without be- 
ing-any Impediments to the Purity or Spirituality of 
Divine Worſhip. Yet ſeeing. all Men cannot have 
the ſame Senſe of theſe things, and ſeeing what a 
Man fcruples he can never be edified by it, we are 
to conſider the Infirmities of our Brethren ; for Order 
and -Decency here is beſt, when they are in Subſervi- 
ency to Edification. | 
' Men are not made for Laws, but Laws are made 
tor Men. Our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is a Demonſtration, 
and many other Hiſtories too, that- the World muſt 
be govern'd'as 4t can, and 'not as' w& will ; and. it is 

7: & to 


- 
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to be conſidered, the narrower the Fence is, the more 
= are excluded. to attack it; and what is often attack'd 
in this World, we ſee by conftant Experience, tumbles 
down one time or other. Unity only doth not :create 
ſtrength ;. there muſt be a Conjunction of Unity and 
Number together. 0 | Fo | 


—_ 


Burt then as wiſe Builders conſider what the matter : 

will bear, they are to make uſe of ; fo muſt alſo the Buil- 

y ders or Editiers of the Church, andaccordingly ap- 
ply themſelves: to it ; or elſe before we are aware, we - 

impoſe a more #xeaſy Yoke, and a heavier Burden upon 

one another than our Saviour hath. | 


Dr. Hammond out of Rabbi Joſhua interprets the hea- 
vy Burdens of the Phariſees, Superfluities of Worſhip, 
and troubleſome Rites introduced under-hand into. the 
Tewiſh Religion. And Maimonides (he obſerves) calls - 
the Addittaments by which they made the'Law heavy, ; 
ſt. Plazas, Severitics. Thus they made God's Yoke. more I 
uneaſy to one another, and his. Byrdez. heavier, than . 
God had made them. Ir is our Duty not to imitate the 
- Scribes and Phariſes, but our Saviour in the Text, 
whoſe Toke is eaſy, and Burden light. 


3. Let us not make it more uneaſy to our ſelyes, 
then our Saviour hath made it. | 


| 1. In our private Capacities, Let us not by evil. 
4 Company, or Cuſtoms, habituate our ſelves to Sin, 
| and make it natural to us; If ever our Religion doth 
us good, it muſt reform us ; for Faith and Repentance 
| are nothing leis than Regeneration. 


\ | __ 
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The longer we wear the Toke of our Sins, and carry 
the Burden of our Luſts about us, the more uneaſy 
will it be to put on our Saviour's, though in themſelves 
never ſo much eaſier or lighter than they : 1/a.'28. 7, 8, 
9, 10. The Prieſt and the Prophets, erred through Wine, 
they were ſwallowed up of it, they had ſwallowed it down ſo 
faſt : What was the Conſequence ? Whom ſball he teach 


Kyowledg, end make to underſtand Dotrine ? them that 


are weaned from the Milk, and drawn from the Breafts ; 
for Precept muſt be upon Precept, Precept upon Precept, 
&c. The Senſe is, they had by their Senſualicy ren- 
dred themſelves as uncapable of underſtanding fpiri- 
tual thingsas little Children, and muſt be ſo inſtruR- 
ed as they uſe tobe. How unfit then for the beati- 
fick Viſion hereafter ? Fleſh and Blood thus qualified, 
(to be ſure) cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: Fugite enervatas delicias per quas permadeſcunt 
animi. SENEC. 


Thoſe feeble Pleaſures whereby Mens Minds are 
weakened; and being thus ſteep'd and ſoak'd in Senſu- 
ality ; and put down by this Burden of the Fleſh, thus 
bound upon them by their Lufts, are utterly ſenſeleſs 
- higher or more noble Felicittes than the Earth affords 
them. 


2, In our religious Relation to one another, Phil. 
2.14. "The Apoſtle commands us to do all things with- 
ont Murmurings aud Di/putings. Nothing more in its 
proper place, than Uaity and Obedience in Religion. 
The Golden Rule our Saviour hath given us of | Ca 
as we would be done uato, can never be more uſefully 
applyed, than in this caſe; we are to uſe our Gover- 

nours 
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nours,as we would de uſed oar felyes, were we in their 
Circumſtances ; and when they are coming to meet us, 
Jet us not ftart back or turn away from them: let us con» 
cerning them, believe ol things, hope all things; that is, 
put the moſt charitable and candid Interpretation upon 
their Commands. TEN 


The. Church of Exglexd is not ſuperſtitious in im- 
poling her Ceremonies, becauſe ſhe declares the Na- 
ture of them, and pretends only to humane Authority 
for their immediate Appointment or Obligation. 


But Superſtition may eaſily get in at the other Door, 
becauſe God tis here immediately pretended : for no- 


thing can excuſe our Diſobedience, but ſome Law or * 
Command of God; now if there be none, and yer 


the Fear and Authority of God is pretended, we are 
ſoberly to canſider where the Superſtition in this caſe 
muſt be applied : for Superftition 1s not fo much in the 
matter a Man 1s about, as in his Mind; innocentthings 
may be ſuperſtitiouſly uſed, yea the beſt and holi 
Inſtitutions. And there 15 a negative as well as poli- 
tive Superſtition ; a Man may be as ſuperſtitious m be- 
ing againſt the uſe of ſome things in Religion, as any 
Man can be, an being for them ; becauſe the Super- 
ftitioa lies in fearing God where no Fear 1s, where God 
hath been pleaſed not at all to concern himiſclf. And 
thus we may eaſily make our Saviour's Toke more un- 
caly to-0ur ſelves, .and.bis Rwvden more heavy than he 
hath made thei. 


4. Lafly, Let us all conſider, how carnefily St. Pau! 
belceches .us; Eph. g. I, to the 9th. by the peculiar 
Graces of -ous Rebigion, wer. 2. To keep che Unity of the 

Spirit 
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iti the bond of Peace, ver 3. 'He tells us, ver. 1. 
that-it is tO walk:worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are 
called; \that 18; otherwiſe we. are unworthy of the 
Name of Chrittians ; and' proves it, wer. 4. becauſe 
we are called into oue Body, and therefore muſt. be ated 
by one Spirit : which he further proves, wer. 5, 6. . be- 
cauſe there is but oze Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in u all. | How paſhonately he beſeecheth us ro do 
it, Ph1l.'2: 1, to 9. adding to all his other Arguments 
the Example of our.Saviour's voluntary Paſſion, and 
Death upon the Crols for us. 


| Letus all ſeriouſly read Gal. 5.20,22. Are the matters 

we differ about, and produce ſo many of the Fruits of 
the Fleſh amongſt us, mentioned in wer. 20. of ſuch 

Confequence as that we ſhould hazard the ſweet and . 
bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit mentioned, wer. 22. Love, 

Foy, Peace, &c. either. in the Vindication of them, 

or oppoſition to them? And are not theſe excellent 

Fruits of the Spirit, . roo often check'd and in dan- 

ger to be blaſted both by our Zeal for them and againſt 

them * | 


Let the very Heathen provoke'us to Love, and good 
Works towards one another. St. Auſtiz tells us that the 
Philoſophers had almoſt as many . Opinions about the 
chief. Good as there were Sets amongſt them ; which 
{from YVarro) he ſaith wereabove 200, Yet Tertullian 
obſerves they all agreed about the Neceſlity of Pati- 
encc, which may be a Reaſon why they did not perſe- 
cute one anorher as we do. And certainly the Article 
about. the chief Good 1s an eſſential Article in every 
Religion ;- and that they wanted got-Zeal-to _—_— 

| their 
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Let us fear leſt whilſt the Proteſtant Princes are mY | 


derate, and ſpending their Blogd:and Freaſtre; for their 
OWR and our Preſervarion, weby orbits þ- Se og 
uncertaimand little things rs mike it imp racticable; 
tor if we bite and drvout "01:6 another, we [half be con: 
ſumed, one of , another. And'what account can we give 
of qur ſelves. in the-other World: for exrainly/ue 
planting Chriſtianity: av fipſt-was' the beft Cauſe po 
ever had.in this Wozldy ſd:the Reformation of It mult 
be the next. beſt; andas rthatiwas firſt plantedahdTecured 
very much by the Love and Utfity of its-Proteſfors, fo 
mult ſo! the Refor mation rack it be. 


Let us remember whey we would have donein tho 
day of our Diſtreſs (tis not ſo long ſince but we may 
doit) for this Unity I am ſpeaking of, when we plainly 
ſaw for want of it, we were but threſhing Inſtruments 
in the Hands of our Enemies to break in pieces one ano- 


ther ; and they are as. malicious-and-induftrions ftrit as: 


ever they were, and alſo as confident they ſhall do 
it. 


Laſtly, Let us conſider that no return for our mira- 
culous Deliverance, can be more grateful than this to 
the Divine Majeſty; for God 5s Love, and he that 
awelleth in L ove awelleth/jn\Gal, und God in him, 1 John 
4. 16. And alſo that the Love that was in our Savi- 
our's Paſſion, - made it an Offcring and Sacrifice to God 
for a ſweet ſmelling Savour. The Providence of God 
. hath given us a greater Opportunity than any Age 
ever ſaw, to heal our Diviſions, that I know of; every 


Oppor- 


—— 
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Opportunity todo good is'an Obligation, 'bur a ſpecial 4 


Providence is the Voice of Heaven, calling upon us 
upon that occaſion to do our Duty. 


© Thus Lhave, as briefly as I-could, laid'open the Ee | 
line and Difficulty of, our Religion,;: and prov'd; that | 
though: we -have made/it>1fhicult, our. Saviour hath . 


made it eaſy.; and that to wear our Saviour's Yoke, and 

bear his Burden, and imitate lim. in-.the Text, is © 

the only infallible means of Eaſe and Happineſs here, A 
both in our ſelyes, and one; another 5 and everlaſting | 
Happiock, i the Enjoyment! of (God rogether  here- 

after ; to which blefled Temper here,and-happy State 

hereafter, the God of Peace and Love bring us 

all: And the Peace of God which. paſſeth all Unger: 

ſtanding, keep our Hearts and Minds through Chriſt Teſus. - 
_n © ROD Nias 21 bop 4960035 4 
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Books lately Printed and Sold by Jonathan Robinſon, at the G olden 
| Lionin St, Pavls Church-yard, relating to the great Revolntis 
0773 in England and Scotland 1688, 168g. 


Cs A N Account. of the Reaſons of the Nobility and Gentry's Invitation of 

A che Prince of Orange into England ; Being a Memerial from the 
Engliſh Proceſtants. concerning their Grievances ;- with a large account” of the 
Birch of rht Prince of: Wales : preſented to theis Highneſles the Prince.and 
Princeſs of Orange. 


. A ColleQion of Political and Hiſtorical Papers relating to the wonderful 
Revolutions in England, and Scotland jn 12 Parts, from the time of the ſeven 
Eifh >ps petitioning K. James the 24. to the Coronation of R. Williar and. 
Q. Moy. | ale: of 
. A-Brief Hiſtory of the- Sncceion/ of the Crown of © Englind, %c.. Col: 
lefed cur of the Records, and the moſt Auchetitick Hiſtorians ;' written for 
che Satisfation of the Nation, | | 

Wonderful PrediQions of Noſtredamius Grebner, David 'Parens, and Autoniies 


Torquats ; wherein the Grandeur of their Preſent Majeſties, the Happineſs 
of England, and Downfall of France and Roe are plainly Delineared. With 


a large Preface, ſhewing, Thar the Crown of Enz1a1d; has not been obſcurely 


forerold ro their Majeſties Willizm the 34, and Queen May, lare Prince agd 
Princeſs of 0r4nge; and that the People of this Ancient Monarchy have duly 
contribured thereunto, in the preſent Aſſembly of. Lords and Commons, not- 


withſtanding rhe ObjeRions of Men of different Extremes. 


A Seaſonable Diſcourſe, wherein is examined, whart 1s lawful during the 
Confuſions and Revolutions of Government, ,cſpecially in the Caſe of a-King 
deſerting his Kingdoms; and how far a Man . may, lawfully conform to the. 
Powers and Commands of thoſe, who with Various Succeſſes lold King- 
doms. Whether it be lawful. (1) In Paying Taxes. (2) In perſonal Service. | 
(3) In raking of Oarhs,, (4) In giving up himſelf co a final Allegiance, 


| A Seaſonable Treatiſe; wherein is proved, Thar, King Wilian (commenlY 
called the Cenqueror) did nor-get the Imperial Crown of England by the Sword, .. 
but by the Ele&ion and Conſegs of the. People. To whom: he ſwore to ob-- 
ſerve the Original Contraf# berween King and . People. T6 | 
An Anſwer toa Paper Intituked, The Deſertion Diſcuſſed : being a Vindiea- - 
tion of the Proceedings of the late Honourable Convention, in their Filling 
up the Throne with King Wikian and Queen Ma), 
An- 


larly 
held, wg eftmi ne 2. 16803 -che. 10th, .ana; Dilolveg, £ 
*#) of No Ri wich” the oy of the Toh of Cn 
2 Ozſo4, Afſemtiled ak "t: r680; Alſo a Juſt and od Vindication 
of the Proceedings of the aid: Parliaments. 


Fullax's Arts to Undermine and Extirpate chriſianiry, « ec, By Samuel 
ohſoi,. Thie-Ttpreſfion of which Book was made'in the Year 1684, and 
:ever fince lain\burted*under the Ruins of all rhoſe Engliſh Rights wt ich ir 
endeavoured tos defend ; 'bur by the Avſpicious and Happy. Arriyal the 
Prince. of Oraze, both They antd- Ir have obtained a ReſurreRion, | 


Dr. Gilbert Burt (now Biſhop of Salisbury) his Trats, in Two volumes z 
in &6 4 7PR comained ſeycral Things relating to the- Afﬀfairs-of England. 


Meer Ty of Iniquizy working in- the Dividing: of Proveſianes, - in 
ord Þ to & verting of Religion, and our Laws, for almoſt the ſpace of thir- 
ry Years laſt paſt, plainly laid open. Witch ſome Advices to Proteſtants of 
all Perfvaſians, pA on reſenc, Jun&ure of our Aﬀairs, To which is added, 
A Specimen of a. Bill for _— of Proteſtams., 


' 


Liberty of Conſcience now highly neceſſary for England, humbly repreſented 
to £115 preſenr Parliament. 


An Enquiry inro,- and Detc&ion of the Barbarous Murther of vhe late Farl 


of Eſſex, (now under conſideration of a Commireee of the Houſe-of Lords): 
Or, 4 Vindication of that Noble Periany from the Guzlt and Infamy af Oe. 
deſtroyed himſelf, _ . 


" Ati Account of the Trial of 'Mt, Papiths, To which is added, The Matter / 
of Fa in the chufing of Sheriffs in Sir Fob: Moor's Year, now under the cott-' 
lideration. of the Commitree for Grievances, | 


A Colleion of ſtrange. PrediRions of Mr. 7. P. for the Years 1687, and” 
1688 z about R. Famist > Second, Prince of alts, and the” ſcampering avay 
of many grear Miniſters of State.” 


Argumenes againft che Diſpenting Power, 1 Anſiver to/L. C. F Medi, 


The Royal Cards; Beingalively. a mag of the are Popiſh and Ty- 
raamcal Defigns, and: of t Deliverance of this. Kingdom from che - 


ſane, bore potions \Expedirion of William: Herry Prince of Orange; now King 

of England, ( whom God Toy pen in eurious A Places, Price . 

I. on a PaFk. 4. 
Muwrurers reproved, ima Sermon preached by 36. Haptins Kc, 


7 4.7 "ay ro Thankfultieſs, for” her lave great Peliverace. By Mr. 


& ColleQion of the Debates. of _ the. Mouſe of Tree PS) «i, 1 ; 
ly © ch as relate to the Bill of Excluſion, a Popiſh Succeſlor, ec.) i Ko 
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